THE TRUE MUSLIM 


In The Name of ALLAH, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

All praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, seek His aid, and seek 
His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evil which is 
within ourselves, and from the evil in our actions. Whoever Allah 
guides, none can send astray; whoever Allah sends astray, none can 
guide. 

I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and there is no 
partner in worship besides Him. I bear witness that Muhammad is 
His slave and His messenger. May Allah send His blessings and his 
greetings upon Muhammad and upon the people of Muhammad. 

Since the creation of Adam, Shaitaan (may Allah curse him) has 
hated Adam and his children and has been an enemy against all 
mankind. Shaitaan has promised to lead all mankind astray except 
Allah's sincere slaves. 

Thus began the war of truth and falsehood between the party of 
Allah and the party of shaitaan. Shaitaan pursued all the methods 
that he is capable of to mislead the children of Adam and to 
beautify falsehood for them. Allah made an agreement with the 
children of Adam that they should not worship shaitaan as he is 
their clear enemy. 

Allah sent his messengers as bringers of glad tidings and warners 
against shaitaan so that man would not have a plea against Allah 
after the coming of the messengers. The messengers of Allah 
continued to come with the sole task of subjugating the people to 
Allah alone, without any partners. So the chosen ones carried the 
torch of Tawheed inviting their communities to the worship of 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala and that they have no deity besides Him. 
This torch of Tawheed passed from messenger to messenger until it 
came to the last prophet of Allah, the best of all creations and the 


best son of Adam, Muhammad, peace be upon the both of them. 
The prophet Muhammad was the seal of the caravan of the 
messengers that lit up the way to Allah for mankind. Thus Allah 
azza wa jalla completed the religion for us and completed His 
blessings upon us and chose Islam as our religion. The prophet, 
may Allah bless and grant him peace left the nation upon a 
luminous goal whose night is as bright as its day, none deviate 
from it except the perishable. 

But the war between shaitaan and Adam's children has not ended. 
It is a long and difficult war wherein falsehood is adorned with the 
truth and then the party of shaitaan follow it and the party of Allah 
avoids it. 

In this era shaitaan and his helpers have followed a different 
method to destroy Islam. They try to destroy Islam not by wiping 
the word Islam out of existence but by distorting the meaning of 
Islam and the meaning of Islamic terms in such a manner that it 
does not harm them nor does it harm their authority. 

For this reason the problem and tribulation of people today is 
their ignorance of the true faith that Allah subahana wa ta'ala 
requires from them and their ignorance of the disbelief which 
Allah subhana wa ta'ala has asked them to stay away from. As a 

result they are unable to tell the difference between the disbeliever 
and the muslim nor do they know who is a true disbeliever and 
who is a true muslim according to the definition of their Lord, Allah 
subhana wa ta'ala. 

The judge over people today is no longer the Quran and Sunnah 
but the views of people, their persuasions and convictions of these 
views as well as the quantity of information on Islam that the 
taghut (false deities) allow them to know and which does not pose a 
danger to them. 

Is everyone who claims to be a muslim, really a muslim according 
to the law of Allah subhana wa ta'ala? 


Does Allah accept the worship of everyone who claims that he 
worships Allah subhana wa ta'ala? 



We find in every age of history, from the time of Nuh, peace be 
upon him, to our present day many people claiming that they are 
on the right path and claiming that they worship Allah as well as 
professing to be believers but Allah did not accept their belief that 
they professed nor their worship that they carried out because it 
was not as He wanted. Hence Allah passed a verdict of disbelief 
and misguidance upon them despite them claiming belief and 
worship. 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala sent messengers to them making clear the 
belief that is required of them together with the worship that is 
acceptable as well as informing them that the mere professing of 
belief and worship of Allah does not benefit them according to 
Allah if it is not in accordance with what Allah requires and what 
He has revealed. 

Indeed the value of a person according to Allah is not judged by the 
abundance of worship which he has no proof of from Allah upon 
him but is judged by the great amount of worship which pleases 
Allah and which He has ordered. How many people engage in 
numerous amounts of worship but they do not weigh even the 
value of a mosquito's wing according to Allah subhana wa ta'ala. 
The worship that they performed is nothing according to Allah 
because they did not carry it out as Allah required and as He 
ordered. 

The jews in the time of the Prophet, may Allah bless and grant him 
peace, engaged in abundance of worship and claimed they were 
upon the truth as well as that they were the chosen people of Allah. 
Likewise the Christians also engaged in abundance of worship and 
professed belief but Allah subhana wa ta'ala did not accept their 
worship nor their faith and pronounced upon them the ruling of 
kufr (disbelief), misguidance and shirk (polytheism). 

Thus Allah subhana wa ta'ala says: 

Say: 'O people of the scripture (jews and Christians), you are not 
on the right path until you act according to the Torah and the 
Inj eel, and what has been sent down to you from your Lord/ 
'Verily that which has been sent down to you (Muhammad) from 
your Lord increases in many of them their obstinate rebellion and 


disbelief. So be not sorrowful over the people who disbelieve. 
(5:68) 

The polytheists ( mushriks) at the time of the messenger of Allah, 
may Allah bless and grant him peace, believed in the existence of a 
creator of this world, that created them and created this world. 
They also believed that this deity is their sustainer who gives life 
and death and in spite of all this Allah still called them disbelievers 
and polytheists. If they remained and died on this way they would 
enter the Hell fire and remain there forever. So listen to what Allah 
subhana wa ta'ala says about these mushriks and what they 
believed. 

Say: "Whose is the earth and whosoever is therein? If you know! 
They will say: "It is Allah's" Say: "Will you not then remember?" 
Say: "Who is the Lord of the seven heavens, and the Lord of the 
great throne?" 

They will say: "Allah" Say: "Will you not then fear Allah" Say: 
"In whose hand is the sovereignty of everything and He protects 
(all) while against whom there is no protector, if you know" 

They will say: "To Allah" Say: "How then are you deceived and 
turn away from truth?" 

Nay, but We have brought them the truth and verily, they are 
liars. (23:84-90) 

Indeed Allah does not accept belief nor Islam nor worship except if 
it is as He requires and as He has ordered as well as sincerely for 
His sake only. 

If a person performed an act of worship and his intention was 
sincerely for Allah, will Allah accept this sincere worship if he 
did not do it according to how Allah wants it? 

Likewise if a person sincerely believes in Allah but his belief is 
not as Allah ordered it to be, will Allah accept the faith of such a 
person? 

Without a doubt Allah does not accept his faith nor his action 
except if it is on the form that he requires it to be. 


Allah subhana wa ta'ala says: 


Whoever submits to Allah and performs good deeds then he has 
grasped the most trustworthy handhold (Laa-ilaha-illa-Allah) and 
to Allah return all matters for decision. (31: 22) 

If this is the case then what exactly is the belief that pleases Allah 
and that He has ordered us with? 

What is the Islam that pleases Allah and He has ordered us with? 

What is the worship that pleases Allah and He accepts it? 

Where are we able to know all these aspects from and where has 
Allah made it clear to us and whom do we follow regarding these 
aspects in order that we are true muslims and true believers when 
we meet Allah subhana wa ta'ala? 

There is no doubt that these aspects Allah has made absolutely clear 
to us wherein there is no obscurity and has ordered us not to follow 
anything except which He has revealed in order that we may gain 
His pleasure and His paradise. Allah subhana wa ta'ala says: 

Follow what has been sent down unto you from your Lord (the 
Qur'an and Sunnah), and follow not any Auliya’ (protectors and 
helpers who order you to associate partners in worship with Allah). 
Little do you recollect! (7: 3) 

Allah jalla wa aTaa also says: 

It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His 
messenger have decreed a matter that they should have any 
option in their decision. And whoever disobeys Allah and His 
messenger, he has indeed strayed in a plain error. (33:36) 

And in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereof is with Allah 
(He is the ruling judge). (42:10) 

The Prophet, may Allah bless and grant him peace, told us in the 
last sermon: 

I leave behind me two things , the Quran and my example , the 
Sunnah , and if you hold fast to them you will never go astray. 

(Bukhari and Muslim) 

The Prophet, may Allah bless and grant him peace, also said: 


None of you has believed until his desires are in accordance with 
what I have come o you with. (Muslim) 

The messenger of Allah, may Allah bless and grant him peace, said: 
Whoever does a deed that is not in accordance with what we 
ordered, it is invalid. (Bukhari and Muslim) 

So Allah has made it clear to us in Quran and Sunnah the belief and 
the Islam He requires from us and the worship He accepts from us 
and whatever is besides that or contradictory to that is in vain and 
unacceptable no matter how sincere one's intentions to Allah are. 

If that is the case then what is Imaan and what is Islam according 
to the Quran and Sunnah? 

What is the worship that Allah accepts and has ordered, which He 
has made clear in his Book and the Sunnah of His messenger, 
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him? 

These issues are the subject of this discussion of ours and it is what 
we want to explain to people until it becomes clear to them where 
they stand in relation to Quran and Sunnah. 

Thus whoever's Imaan and Islam is according to Quran and 
Sunnah then he has succeeded and whoever's is according to his 
desires and the desires of people but he wants to follow the truth 
then he must return to Quran and Sunnah as there is still time to 
return. Allah accepts repentance as long as there is still a soul in the 
body. 

Therefore I decided to clarify that so that those who were to be 
destroyed (for rejecting the faith) might be destroyed after a clear 
evidence and those who were to live (i.e. believers) might live after 
a clear evidence. 

Let us start our research with the definition of Islam. 

Islam: is complete submission to Allah, surrender, servitude and 
subjugation to Him alone without any partners. There can be no 
worship of Allah subhana wa ta'ala alone except by belief in all that 
is in His Book and in the sunnah of His messenger, by fulfilling and 


practicing what is found in the two for the pleasure of Allah alone 
and by avoiding and steering clear of that which invalidates it and 
removes the one concerned with it from the fold. 

Thus the overall general meaning of Islam: it is complete 
submission and surrender to Allah alone inwardly and outwardly. 

Allah ta'ala says: 

Say (O Muhammad to mankind): "If you love Allah then follow 
me, (and then) Allah will love you and forgive all your sins. And 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. Say (O Muhammad): 
Obey Allah and the Messenger. But if they turn away then Allah 
does not love disbelievers. (3:31-32) 

Allah explains to us in His Book the Islam, which pleases Him, is 
valid and He accepts. 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala says: 

...And whoever disbelieves in taghut (false deities) and believes in 
Allah then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold that 
will never break. And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower. (2: 256) 

The meaning of the trustworthy handhold in this verse is the Islam 
which Allah has ordered and with which He is pleased. 

This verse makes clear to us that that a person is unable to grasp the 
trustworthy handhold which is Islam by merely believing in Allah 
only but His belief should consist of Him rejecting and renouncing 
Taghut (false deities) in all its forms and types. If he does not do 
this and believes in Allah without disbelieving in taghut then this 
faith or belief of his is of no benefit to him. Allah subhana wa ta'ala 
will not accept this from Him and he has no value on the scale of 
Allah on the day of judgment. 

Therefore without disbelief in taghut according to this verse it is 
impossible for there to be Islam or Imaan which Allah accepts. 
Allah subhana wa ta'ala has laid down two conditions for the 
correct Islam to be realized. 

These two conditions are: rejecting Taghut and believing in Allah. 


If one of these conditions are absent then the Imaan and Islam will 
be incorrect and invalid. 

Let us start now by explaining these two conditions: 

The first condition: disbelief in taghut- 

There is no doubt that one who does not know taghut in all its 
forms and colors does not possess the ability to reject and renounce 
it no matter how much he claimed that, his claim is that of one 
claiming to be rejecting something and he does not know it. This is 
not the type of renouncing or disbelief that this Quranic verse 
requires of us. Likewise one who does not know Imaan, does not 
possess Imaan therefore his claim of Imaan is null and void. 

Have you seen those (hypocrites) who claim that they believe in 
that which has been sent down to you, and that which was sent 
down before you, and they wish to go for judgment (in their 
disputes) to the taghut while they have been ordered to reject 
them. But Shaitan wishes to lead them far astray." (4: 60) 

Verily Allah informs us in this verse of a people who claimed that 
they believed in what was revealed to the Muhammad, peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him, and what was revealed to the 
messengers before him and although they claimed that, they still 
wished to seek judgment from the taghut in their disputes. 

Allah rejects their claim of Imaan because they wished to seek 
judgment from other than Allah. There cannot be correct and valid 
Imaan with the desire to be judged by taghut. Therefore there 
cannot exist together in one heart Imaan as well as the desire to go 
for judgment to the taghut. If they did have true belief, as they 
claim, they would never desire to be judged by taghut because 
Allah subhana wa ta'ala has specifically ordered them to disbelieve 
in taghut, by saying: (...while they have been ordered to reject 
them). 

Allah has made it clear that shaitaan the cursed one wishes to lead 
them astray, to deceive them and trick them into believing that their 
claim of belief in what Allah revealed together with their desire to 
judge by taghut keeps them in the fold of this religion and makes 
their claim of faith acceptable to Allah: 


(...but shaitaan wishes to lead them far astray) 

In another verse Allah jalla wa 'alaa says: 

Those who avoid the Taghut by not worshipping them and turn 
to Allah (in repentance), for them are glad tidings; so announce 
the good news to My slaves. (39:17) 

In this verse Allah gives glad tidings to His slaves that for them is 
Paradise and He has described those that receive these glad tidings 
of Jannah. Some of the characteristics of these people are that they 
avoided and rejected the worship of taghut and that they 
worshipped Allah faithfully and sincerely. Therefore they deserve 
the glad tidings of Paradise and the pleasure of Allah. Hence Allah 
has made it clear to us in this verse that those who deserve the 
pleasure of Allah and the glad tidings of Paradise are those who 
avoid taghut and the worship of taghut in all its types, forms and 
appearances and they worship Allah alone faithfully and sincerely 
without associating partners with Him. 

In this verse Allah also makes it very clear to us that avoiding, 
rejecting and abandoning the worship of taghut is one of the 
conditions for correct and valid belief which gains the pleasure of 
Allah and causes the one concerned with it to enter Jannah. 

In another verse Allah indicates that all the messengers came to 
invite the people to two basic fundaments which are: worshipping 
Allah alone and avoiding taghut in all its forms and types and that 
these two fundamentals form the principle foundation of the 
invitation of all the messengers. 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala says: 

And verily. We have sent among every Ummah (community, 
nation) a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah (Alone), and 
avoid (or keep away from) Taghut (all false deities). (16:36) 

This verse explains to us that all the messengers without exception 
explained with great clarity that Allah does not accept the worship 
of a slave except if he worships Him with what has been authorized 
on the tongues of the messengers (may the blessings of Allah be 
upon them all) and sincerely worships Him alone as well as 


avoiding the worship of taghuts in all its forms and types and in 
every situation whether big or small. 

After mentioning these evident verses that clarify the obligation of 
rejecting taghuts and that this is the basic pillar of the pillars of 
Tawheed, it is thus obligatory upon us to know what taghut is in 
order that we may reject it. 

Taghut: is everything that dissuades and deviates one from the 
worship of Allah and also prevents one from faithfully and 
sincerely obeying Allah and His messenger; whether it be the 
shaitaan of jinn, shaitaan of man, trees, stones, women, husband, a 
grave; or an oppressive dictator or an outstanding group that 
people selected, an assembly, a group of scientists that enacts laws 
other than Allah's laws. It may be a custom, a habit, or an ideology 
that has not originated from the Book of Allah and one who 
ascribes to himself the right of enacting laws and setting limits. 

Entering into this meaning without a doubt is ruling by foreign 
laws and abandoning Islam and its legislations, enacting laws and 
setting limits like permitting interest, fornication and adultery and 
intoxicants. The laws that these people legislate and enact are 
taghuts itself and those people that legislate and lay down these 
laws are also taghuts. 

Taghut is every nation that seeks judgment from other than Allah 
and His messenger or follows the taghut or obeys it in that which 
he does not know is obedience to Allah alone. 

Allah azza wa jalla says: 

...and He makes none to share in His decision and His rule. (18:26) 

As well as: 

...The judgment is for none but Allah. He has commanded that 
you worship none but Him. That is the (true) straight religion, but 
most men know not. (12:40) 

So how do we disbelieve in taghut: it is by believing in the 
invalidity of worshipping other than Allah, to leave the taghut, to 
disbelieve in the taghut and the people of taghut and to fight them. 


In order to understand the concept of taghut more clearly lets take 
examples from our present society: 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala says in His noble Book: 

As for the thief, both male and female, cut off their hands as a 
recompense for that which they committed, a punishment by way 
of example from Allah. And Allah is All-Powerful, All-Wise. 
(5:38) 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala commands us in this noble verse to a clear 
order, wherein there is no obscurity nor vagueness, that whoever 
steals, male or female, then it is incumbent to cut off their hands as 
a reward (punishment) for what they did. This is the order of Allah 
concerning the thief (male or female) which will remain until the 
day of judgment. After this order, if someone, no matter what his 
status, delivers another verdict thereby preventing the cutting of 
the thief's hand, then he has given himself the attribute that belongs 
only to the Creator, which is the right of ruling. Thus such a person 
has exceeded his limits and become a taghut. 

Likewise if he said that it is necessary that the thief be locked up 
because the cutting of the hands is inappropriate for this age of 
ours; or if he claimed that the ruling of the cutting of the hand of 
the thief is not a deterrent and that the appropriate ruling would be 
killing of the thief or some other ruling, then such a person has 
exceeded his limits and become a taghut. 

Indeed whoever renders a judgment other than the judgment of 
Allah for the thief, whether by decreasing or increasing the 
punishment, even if he did not clearly declare that the judgment of 
Allah is incorrect or that he does not accept the judgment of Allah, 
he has indeed put himself in the place of Allah and given himself an 
attribute that is only for the Creator of the universe, which is the 
right to judge and rule between the people. He has thereby set 
himself up as a deity besides Allah even if he did not claim that and 
even if he did not say: "I am a deity besides Allah" or "Worship me 
for I am a deity". 

For indeed this person has given himself a right which belongs only 
to Allah alone without any partner and has thereby exceeded his 
limits and become a taghut. 


Whoever obeys these types of people or does not takfeer (call or 
consider someone to be a disbeliever) them or does not takfeer 
those that do not takfeer them, then he has indeed disbelieved and 
has invalidated his Imaan even if he fasts, prays, performs the hajj 
and claims that he is a muslim. The reason for the disbelief of these 
people is that they did not takfeer the taghut which Allah ordered 
them to takfeer and they did not fulfill the condition of rejecting 
and disbelieving in taghut which is necessary before the entering 
into Imaan and without which Imaan, Islam and actions are of no 
benefit. 

Here is another example that clarifies the meaning of taghut: 

Allah azza wa jalla says: 

...Allah has permitted trading and forbidden Riba (usury, 
interest)... (2:275) 

This verse shows that interest is forbidden ( haram ). If a ruler of a 
certain country permits interest or legislates a law for the banks to 
work with interest and permits the banks to continue their work in 
the country and permits trade with interest then this ruler, although 
he does not openly claim that 'interest is not forbidden', he has by 
his mere action opposed the command of Allah. He has permitted 
what Allah has forbidden and has ascribed to himself a right that 
belongs to no one except the Lord and Creator of the worlds which 
is the right to judge between the people. 

Allah jalla wa 'alaa says: 

...the judgment is for none but Allah... (12:40) 

Therefore this ruler, although he did not clearly say: 'I am a deity 
besides Allah' as Pharaoh said, he has by this action of his exceeded 
his limits and claimed Lordship thereby becoming a taghut. It is 
incumbent to fight him and takfeer (call him a disbeliever) him and 
to takfeer those that do not takfeer him. Whoever obeys, supports 
and follows this ruler or does not reject him and call him a 
disbeliever (takfeer him) or does not takfeer those that do not 
consider him a disbeliever, then they have indeed disbelieved like 
him as they did not fulfill the condition of disbelief in taghut which 
is necessary for the entrance into faith. 


Another example that clarifies the meaning of taghut: 

Allah azza wa jalla says: 

And tell the believing women to draw their veils over their juyub. 
(24:31) 

In this verse Allah subhana wa ta'ala clearly orders a believing 
woman to draw her veil over her bosoms and shoulders. If a ruler 
legislates a law that allows the women to walk around uncovered 
and says that it is a matter of choice, whoever wants to cover may 
do so and those that don't want to are free not to, then this ruler by 
his saying and his action has legislated a law besides the law of 
Allah subhana wa ta'ala. 

He has rejected the order of Allah by legislating a law opposed to 
the law of Allah. Thus by his action he has made himself a legislator 
like Allah. This ruler has exceeded his limits and become a taghut 
even if he prays, fasts, performs hajj and claims that he is muslim. 
By his actions he has ascribed to himself a right that belongs to no 
one but Allah alone, the creator of the heavens and the earth. This 
right is the right of legislating laws for man. 

Whoever obeys this type of ruler or supports him or does not 
(takfeer him) call him a disbeliever and does not takfeer those that 
do not takfeer him then he has disbelieved because he did not fulfill 
the condition of disbelief in taghut which Allah has made a 
fundamental condition for the entrance into faith. 

Another example would be Allah's saying: 

And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is hidden), none 
knows them but He. And He knows whatever there is in the land 
and in the sea... (6:59) 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala also says: 

(He Alone is) the All-Knower of the Ghaib (unseen), and He 
reveals to none His Ghaib (unseen)." 

Except to a Messenger (from mankind) whom He has chosen (He 
informs him of unseen as much as He likes), and then He makes a 
band of watching guards (angels) to march before him and behind 
him. (72:26-27) 


Allah subhana wa ta'ala explains to us in these verses that the 
unseen and knowledge thereof is with Allah alone and nobody has 
the ability to know the unseen except if Allah informs him of that. 
Allah subhana wa ta'ala has revealed some of the events of the 
unseen to some of the messengers. Even the messengers cannot 
know the events of the unseen except by the power of Allah. Allah 
has protected this revelation from Shaitaan's effect. 

After clarifying this divine reality we say that if a person claims that 
he knows the unseen or what are in peoples' hearts, or that he 
knows the happenings of the future then this person has either 
claimed that revelation has come to him from the sky thus he has 
claimed he is a messenger or prophet thereby rejecting that the 
Prophet, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, is the 
seal of the prophets and that there is no prophet after him, hence he 
has disbelieved in the message of the Prophet Muhammad; or he is 
claiming that he knows the unseen without revelation from Allah 
thus claiming that he possesses an attribute which belongs to Allah 
alone thereby announcing himself as a deity besides Allah, even if 
he did not openly say that. 

Indeed whoever claims knowledge of the unseen has exceeded his 
limits and become a taghut. Therefore such a person, no matter how 
much he claims that he is a muslim and that he prays, fasts, 
performs hajj and fulfills all the pillars of Islam, he has indeed 
disbelieved by claiming knowledge of the unseen. 

Whoever believes him or obeys him or does not (takfeer him) call 
him a disbeliever or does not call disbelievers those that consider 
him a muslim then he has disbelieved even if he fasts, prays and 
claims that he is muslim because he did not fulfill the condition of 
disbelief in taghut. No one enters Imaan without fulfilling this 
condition. Fulfilling this condition in words only is of no benefit. It 
is incumbent that it be fulfilled in belief, words and action. 

These are a few examples which I cited in order to clarify the 
meaning of taghut so that the layman as well as the learned may 
understand it in order that every person can ascertain where he 
stands concerning the rejection of taghut and the belief that Allah 
requires of him. 



SEEKING JUDGMENT FROM TAGHUT 


Allah informs us about the believer saying: 

But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they make you 
(O Muhammad) judge in all disputes between them, and find in 
themselves no dislike against your decisions, and accept (them) 
with full submission. (4:65) 

In this verse Allah takes an oath on Himself that whoever does not 
refer to and judge by the verdicts that the Prophet, may the peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him, came with in every big and 
small issue of life; or they seek his judgment but don't accept it; or 
they accept the judgment but finds within themselves dislike 
against the decision then this person is not a believer. 

There cannot be Imaan without one consulting the verdicts of 
Quran and Sunnah and submitting and accepting these verdicts 
wholeheartedly with full submission and without any doubt, 
distress or difficulty in accepting the judgment whatever it may be. 

For a person to be counted as one of the believers it is obligatory for 
him not to judge by anything other than the Quran and the Sunnah 
of His messenger, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him. Not only does that suffice but it is also obligatory on him to be 
content with and to abide by His judgment or ruling, inwardly and 
outwardly. 

Sometimes a person claiming to be a muslim might say: "The 
country we live in does not rule by Islamic law therefore if we don't 
go for judgment to the courts of taghut which judge by other than 
what Allah revealed, then we will lose our rights. It is necessary for 
us, in order to obtain our usurped rights, to go to these courts and 
complain. We do not believe by our hearts in these courts and we 
do regard them as taghut but we are compelled to go to these courts 
so that we don't lose our rights; so how can we become disbelievers 
by doing this when our intentions are pure and our hearts sincere 
for Allah and there is no shirk (polytheism) in it nor acceptance of 
anything than the law of Allah." 

We ask you this: If someone has stolen your right and says to you 
that all you have to do in order to regain your right is to pray to me 


and fast for my sake only. Will you do this? And if you did, would 
you remain a muslim? You will surely say: 'No', because prayer 
and fasting is worship and it is not done to anyone except Allah 
alone. All worship is performed unto Allah alone. Whoever prays 
to other than Allah then he has worshipped this other person or 
object and has thus committed shirk (associated a partner with 
Allah). Whoever prays to a person no matter who the person is then 
he has raised him to the level of a deity. 

Have you not wondered why Allah subhana wa ta'ala has 
prohibited ruling by anything other than his law and passed the 
verdict of disbelief on him who seeks judgment from other than the 
Quran and Sunnah and has described him as one who has 
worshipped taghut? Indeed the acceptance of Allah subhana wa 
ta'ala as the only true ruler in this world and the hereafter and 
seeking judgment from the Quran and Sunnah of His messenger is 
worship like prayer, fasting and hajj. Therefore whoever does this 
worship or even part of this worship to other than Allah then he is 
like one who prayed and fasted to someone or something other 
than Allah. This (prayer) is worship and this (seeking judgment) is 
also worship. 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala tells us that legislating, ruling and judging 
is for Allah only and Allah does not accept a partner therein, not in 
great nor in small matters. That is what worshipping Allah means 
and it is not allowed to anyone else no matter what or who they are. 

Allah azza wa jalla says: 

...the judgment is for none but Allah... (12:40) 

Indeed your claim of not loving taghut and of having disbelief in it 
is a lie! Your actions disprove your claim. If you had disbelieved in 
taghut and had you hated it then you would not go to the taghut 
courts for judgment no matter how much of your rights were being 
lost in the process. Sustenance is from Allah subhana wa ta'ala. 
None possesses extra or less than is ordained for him. The issue of 
ruling by other than Allah is not an issue of gaining or losing rights 
but it is an issue of performing one of the acts of worship to other 
than Allah and it is an issue of giving one of the rights of Allah to 
someone other than Allah, of raising that person to the position of 
Allah. This is clear kufr (disbelief) and shirk (polytheism) in itself. 


Indeed Allah refutes the claim of those people and He does not 
consider them muslims no matter what their claim of Imaan (faith) 
was. Despite their claim of Imaan they wanted to perform an act 
that cannot be combined with true belief. Whoever believes 
correctly in Allah does not wish to seek judgment from the taghut, 
neither within himself nor in his actions. 

Allah azza wa jalla says: 

Have you seen those who claim that they believe in that which 
has been sent down to you, and that which was sent down before 
you, and they wish to go for judgment (in their disputes) to the 
Taghut while they have been ordered to reject them. But Shaitan 
wishes to lead them far astray. (4:60) 

Those that want to seek judgment from the taghut while claiming 
Imaan, shaitaan wishes to lead them astray by whispering to them, 
deceiving and tricking them into understanding that they will 
remain in the faith if they intend to seek judgment from the taghut 
and even if they do seek judgment from the taghut. 

In order that we may understand this issue well let us reflect on 
these clear verses of proof: 

Allah ta'ala says: 

Verily, those who have turned back as disbelievers after the 
guidance has been manifested to them, Shaitan (Satan) has 
beautified for them (their false hopes), and (Allah) prolonged their 
term (age). 

This is because they said to those who hate what Allah has sent 
down: "We will obey you in part of the matter." But Allah knows 
their secrets. 

Then how (will it be) when the angels will take their souls at 
death, smiting their faces and their backs? 

That is because they followed that which angered Allah, and 
hated that which pleased Him. So He made their deeds fruitless. 
(47:25-28) 

After explaining with examples the first condition for entering into 
Islam, which is disbelief and rejecting taghut we will explain the 
second condition which is faith in Allah. 


The second condition: Believing in Allah (swt) 

The pillars of Imaan as Allah jalla wa 'alaa has obligated are six. 
The correct belief that Allah accepts is not achieved except by 
having faith in these pillars, the way Allah wants us to believe in 
them and not the way our desires or we want. If one of the pillars is 
deficient or lacking then Allah does not accept this Imaan and 
Islam. 

Allah jalla wa 'alaa says: 

O you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger, and the 
Book (the Qur'an) which He has sent down to His Messenger, and 
the Scripture, which He sent down to those before (him), and 
whosoever disbelieves in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His 
Messengers, and the Last Day, then indeed he has strayed far 
away. (4:136) 

THE PILLARS OF IMAAN 

1 - Belief in Allah: is the firm conviction and absolute belief that 
Allah is the Lord, Creator and Master of all things. As he alone is 
the Creator of the creation so too he alone is the possessor of the 
right to legislate and lay down laws that regulates their lives; that 
He alone is worthy of undivided worship (which takes the form of 
prayers, fasting, supplication, hope, fear, submission and 
surrender); that He is distinguished by all the attributes of 
perfection and completeness and that He is above any faults or 
deficiencies. 

2 - Belief in the Angels: this is the firm conviction that Allah's 
angels exist; that they are honorable slaves created from light. They 
do not disobey any of Allah's commands and they carry out the 
functions He instructs them to fulfill. They are beings of light, 
having no physical body that can be discerned by the human 
senses. They are unlike man in that they don't eat, drink, sleep, 
marry or procreate and they are not male or female. 

It is a particular obligation to believe those whose names have been 
mentioned in Quran and authentic ahadeeth of the Prophet like 
(Jibreel, Mikaeel, Israfeel, Ridwaan and Maalik) and in the duties 
and functions entrusted to them like carrying the throne, protection 


and recording (deeds). As for the angels who have not been 
mentioned, we should believe in them on the whole and only Allah 
knows how many there are. 

3 - Belief in Divine Scriptures: to believe in the Books that Allah 
revealed to His messengers and Prophet, peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon them all. Allah has mentioned the names of some of 
these Books to us in the Quran and there are others that He has not 
mentioned to us. Those that He has informed us about in the Quran 
are Torah to Musa; Injeel to Isa; Zabur to Dawud and the scriptures 
revealed to Ibrahim and Musa, peace and blessings upon all of 
them. 

It is also obligatory to believe that all the Books revealed by Allah 
been revealed with truth, light, guidance; the Tawheed of Allah in 
His Lordship, worship, names and attributes. Anything 
incorporated in them that contradict these aspects has been added 
and changed by man. 

We believe that all the Books excluding the Quran have been 
changed. As for the Quran Allah has guarded and protected it from 
alteration, substitution, distortion and corruption. 

"Indeed, it is We who sent down the Qur'an and indeed. We will be 
its guardian." (al Hijr 15/9) 

The Quran is the last Book revealed by Allah and its rulings 
remains till the day of judgment without alteration, substitution 
and change and that it has been revealed to all man and jinn. It is 
obligatory that we follow its commands, seek judgment from it in 
every big and small issue, avoid its prohibitions, believe its 
accounts and reject anything, which contradicts it. 

Belief in the books that were revealed before the Quran and were 
then distorted is to believe that they were originally revealed by 
Allah but that they no-longer contain the words of Allah, except for 
what concurs with the Quran and Sunnah of the Prophet, may the 
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. 

4 - Belief in the Messengers: it is the firm conviction that Allah has 
messengers whom He sent to guide the creation in their life in this 
World and about the hereafter. It is obligatory upon us to believe in 


everyone of them that is mentioned in the Quran and the Sunnah of 
the Prophet and the belief that Allah sent others besides them 
whose numbers and names only He knows. 

5 - Belief in The Last Day: it is the firm belief in all that Allah 
mentions in the Quran, and in all that the Prophet has informed us, 
about the afterlife: the fitna of the grave, punishment and reward 
therein, resurrection, the gathering, the records, the reckoning, the 
scale, the fount, the bridge 'as-sirat', intercession. Paradise and the 
hellfire and everything which Allah has prepared for those who 
will dwell in them. 

6 - Belief in al-Qadaa' wal Qadar (Divine Preordainment) whether 
Good or Bad is in the control of Allah: Allah does not accept ones 
belief in Qadaa and Qadar except if he believes in the following 
four: 

(1) Belief in the eternal knowledge of Allah and that He knows the 
actions of His creation before they do them. Allah has recorded it in 
the Lawh-al-Mahfuz (the Book of Decree). 

(2) The belief that what Allah Wills happens and what He does not 
Will, will not happen. Any movement or tranquility that takes place 
in the heaven or earth is by Allah's will. 

(3) The belief that Allah created all creation, that He is the Creator 
of everything and all their actions. Everything else besides Allah is 
created and whatever is in the universe is by the will and 
preordainment of Allah. 

(4) Allah creates all the actions of His servants, but they have a will 
of their own and act accordingly. The servants have ability to fulfill 
their actions and they have a will, but Allah created them, their 
ability and will. To believe that whatever you receive, you would 
never have missed and whatever you have missed you would have 
never received it. 

Allah jalla wa 'alaa says: 

Verily, We have created all things with Qadar (Divine 
Preordainments of all things before their creation, as written in the 
Book of Decrees - Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz). (54:49) 

Man will be held accountable for his actions, if it is good then good 
will be his reward and if it is bad then bad. Allah subahana wa 


ta'ala has created in man the ability to know the good from the evil, 
the truth from falsehood and gave him the freedom to choose. 

Allah is not pleased with disbelief for His servants nor does He 
order His servants to commit kufr (disbelief). 

Allah knows what will happen, when it will happen and how it will 
happen before it happens. Allah subhana wa ta'ala knows before 
He creates a person how he will be after he is created, whether he 
will believe or disbelieve or whether he will die upon belief or 
disbelief. 

Everything that has been written down will come to pass as Allah 
has ordained but this does not mean that Allah has compelled a 
person to disbelief or to belief because Allah has given his slave the 
freedom to choose Imaan (faith) or kufr (disbelief). Therefore he 
will be held accountable for his choice and will be rewarded 
accordingly. 

After explaining the Imaan and Islam that Allah requires and the 
conditions necessary for that we proceed to another very important 
aspect, just as important as the one that preceded it, which is: 


How does a believer protect his Imaan and Islam until he meets 
Allah? 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala explains the purpose for creating us: 

And I (Allah) have created the jinn and the mankind for no other 
reason but that they should worship Me (Alone). (51:56) 

This verse makes clear to us that jinn and man were created for the 
purpose of worshipping Allah alone without associating partners 
with Him. 

So what is the worship that Allah requires of us; for which He has 
created us? 

The linguistic meaning of the word Worship is: subservience, 
submission, surrender and obedience. 


As for the juristic meaning: it is a collective noun for everything that 
Allah loves, it pleases Him and He has ordered of, sayings and 
actions, internal and external. 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala did not leave us to determine what is 
worship and what is not but He has defined and explained worship 
to us in His Book and in the Sunnah of His messenger, peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him. 

It is obligatory that we execute all our worship only to Allah alone 
without associating any partners with Him. If we perform any of 
the worship to anyone other than Allah or to anyone together with 
Allah then we have worshipped other than Allah and have 
associated partners with Him. 

Allah azza wa jalla says: 

Worship Allah and join none with Him (in worship)... (4: 36) 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala orders us in this noble verse not to worship 
anyone or anything except Allah alone and not to perform any kind 
of worship, big or small to other than Allah. All worship must be 
performed to Allah alone and no partners in worship must be 
joined with Him. Associating partners with Allah renders a persons 
actions null and void and takes him out of the fold of the faith. If 
such a person does not seek Allah's forgiveness and dies upon shirk 
(polytheism) then Allah will never forgive him and his destiny will 
be the fire, remaining there forever. 

Allah jalla wa 'alaa says: 

Verily! Allah forgives not (the sin of) setting up partners in 
worship with Him, but He forgives whom He wills, sins other 
than that, and whoever sets up partners in worship with Allah, 
has indeed strayed far away. (4:116) 

Allah also says: 

...Verily, whosoever sets up partners (in worship) with Allah, then 
Allah has forbidden Paradise to him, and the Fire will be his 
abode. And for the Zalimun (polytheists and evil-doers) there are 
no helpers. (5:72) 


Allah subhana wa ta'ala also says: 


...But if they had joined in worship others with Allah, all that 
they used to do would have been of no benefit to them. (6:88) 

It is not for the Mushrikun (polytheists, idolaters, pagans) to 
maintain the mosques of Allah while they witness against their 
ownselves of disbelief. The works of such are in vain and in fire 
shall they abide. (9:17) 

Say(0 Muhammad to the polytheists): "Do you order me to 
worship other than Allah? O you fools!" And indeed it has been 
revealed to you (O Muhammad), as it was to those (Allah's 
Messengers) before you: "If you join others in worship with 
Allah, (then) surely, (all) your deeds will be in vain, and you will 
certainly be among the losers." (39:64-65) 

What is the shirk (polytheism) that is mentioned in these verses, 
that nullifies the actions, that if a person dies upon Allah never 
pardons and which takes its doer to the hell-fire forever? What is 
this shirk? How are we able to know it so that we can avoid it? If 
we do not know it thoroughly then the possibility of us falling into 
it in every instant is conceivable. Therefore it is obligatory upon us 
to know it so that we do not fall into it and cause our actions to be 
nullified and in order that we may meet Allah as believers and 
muslims. 

Shirk: is polytheism or associating partners with Allah, joining 
partners in worship with Allah. 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala has clearly explained the concept of shirk 
in Quran and Sunnah. One whom the Quran and Sunnah have 
reached cannot be ignorant of it and he will not be excused for not 
knowing it. And also those people whom the Quran and Sunnah 
haven't reached will not be excused for not knowing shirk and 
therefore associating partners with Allah, ta'ala. Because Allah 
ta'ala created every person on the fitrah (natural state). 

In the realm of the spirits, long before our birth, Allah ta'ala asked 
us all the question 'Am I not your Lord?' We have all already 
testified to Allah ta'ala that He is our Lord and Master. Hence, it is 
our instinct. This is part of our fitrah. 


"And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - 
from their loins - their descendants and made them testify of 
themselves, [saying to them], "Am I not your Lord?" They said, 
"Yes, we have testified." [This] - lest you should say on the day of 
Resurrection, "Indeed, we were of this unaware." (A'raf 7/172) 

When a child is born, external factors do come into play e.g. a 
different religion or even a lack of religion around the child has an 
impact. The child remains in a natural state until they make a 
decision and conscience choice with regard to religion. 

Narrated Abu Hurairah, radhiAllahu anhu: Allah's Messenger, 
salliAllahu alayhi wa sallam, said. Every child is born on al-Fitrah 
but his parents convert him to Judaism, Christianity or a Fire- 
worshipper. As an animal delivers a perfect baby animal. Do you 
find it mutilated? Then Abu Huraira, radhiAllahu anhu, recited the 
Verses: Adhere to the fitrah of Allah upon which He has created 
[all] people. No change should there be in the creation of Allah. 
That is the straight religion, but most of the people do not know. 
[Bukhari 2:441] 

Allah azza wa jalla says: 

And most of them believe not in Allah except that they attribute 
partners unto Him (Allah). (12:106) 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala informs us in this verse that faith which is 
mixed with shirk will not be accepted by Allah and that most of the 
peoples' belief is mixed with one of the kinds of shirk, nonetheless 
they have no excuse for that. The great number of mushriks does 
not justify shirk nor are they forgiven because of that. 

So whoever mixes his Imaan with any kind of shirk that invalidates 
Tawheed then he is mushrik (polytheist). He is not called a believer 
nor a muslim no matter how much he claims Imaan and Islam. 
Indeed Allah subhana wa ta'ala does not accept anything except the 
pure religion, free from any kind of shirk. 

Allah azza wa jalla says: 

And whosoever submits his face (himself) to Allah, while he is a 
Muhsin (good-doer i.e. performs good deeds totally for Allah's 
sake without any show-off or to gain praise or fame etc. and does 


them in accordance with the Sunnah of Allah's Messenger 
Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), then he 
has grasped the most trustworthy handhold [Laa ilaha ilia Allah 
(none has the right to be worshipped but Allah)]. And to Allah 
return all matters for decision. (31:22) 

The word "Mutism" in the verse means Tree from shirk' - no 
worship big or small has been performed to other than Allah. 

In order that you clearly understand the meaning of worship, as 
Allah requires it let us take some examples: 

When most people are asked what worship is, they answer that it is 
prayer, fasting, zakaat, hajj and that which is similar to it and they 
know that whoever performs these acts of worship unto other than 
Allah then he has associated partners with Allah. 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala informs us that there are other forms of 
worship that are no less than prayer, fasting, zakaat and hajj, but 
many people do not know this. 

Allah ta'ala says: 

...The judgment is for none but Allah. He has commanded you to 
worship none but Him, that is the (true) straight religion, but 
most people know not. (12:40) 

This verse informs us that the right of judging between the people 
is not for anyone besides Allah ta'ala and giving this right to Allah 
alone is worship of Him. Giving this right or part of it, even if it is a 
little, to any creation is shirk (associating of partners with Allah) 
and takes one out of the fold of Islam thereby invalidating ones 
actions. If one does not repent for it then his abode is the fire of hell 
remaining therein forever. 

This verse further explains to us that many people do not know that 
the concept of the Tawheed of Allah in ruling, that not accepting 
another judgment besides His is worship just like prayer, fasting, 
zakaat and hajj and that whoever gives the right of ruling to other 
than Allah then he has worshipped someone else besides Allah. 


Likewise it explains to us that the straight (true) religion that Allah 
accepts is the religion in which the right of ruling is only for Allah 
alone, in every big or small issue. 

...that is the (true) straight religion... (12:40) 

Indeed the right of ruling and judging does not belong to anyone 
except him who is described with the attributes of the true deity 
because He alone deserves to be worshipped. 

If this right is given to other than Allah or to someone else together 
with Allah then he has associated partners with Allah and 
worshipped other than Allah and has opposed the command of 
Allah. Allah subhana wa ta'ala has ordered us not to worship 
anyone but Him thus Allah says: 

...He has commanded you to worship none but Him... (12:40) 

Whoever gives the right of judgment and ruling to other than Allah 
or associates someone with Allah in ruling then he has taken this 
other person as his deity even if he does not clearly say 'you are my 
Lord'. By merely giving someone else this right, even a small 
portion of it, then he has worshipped that person. 

Many people know that whoever prays to, fasts, performs 
pilgrimage to other than Allah then he has worshipped other than 
Allah, but many of them do not know that whoever gives the right 
of ruling to other than Allah then he has worshipped other than 
Allah, thus Allah explains this reality to us saying: 

...but most people know not. (12:40) 

That is they do not know that giving the right of ruling to other 
than Allah is worship of someone other than Allah just like praying, 
fasting and performing pilgrimage to other than Allah. The fact that 
they do not know that does not place them on the (true) straight 
religion. One can only be on the straight religion when one gives 
the entire ruling to Allah alone. That is the meaning of the "(true) 
straight religion". 

There is another issue that must be dealt with and it is the issue of 
Democracy and political parties. 


There are people who claim that they want to return to ruling by 
Islamic law, but by way of establishing political parties, entering 
elections and gaining seats in the parliaments of the disbelieving 
regimes thereby using their position as a tool in changing the laws 
and making Islam dominant in these countries in the hope that one 
day it will become an Islamic state, without the shedding of Muslim 
blood, as they claim. 

Whoever claims that it is permissible for him to establish or join a 
political party following and adhering to the laws of disbelief in a 
democratic state or a state that does not rule by Shariah, claiming 
that his action is for the benefit of Islam and the Muslims, is either 
ignorant of Islam or is working for the destruction of Islam and 
wants to drug and deceive the people of Islam thus firmly 
establishing the rule of taghut. Such acts, even if the purpose 
thereof is to establish the rule of Islam, are clear kufr, which a 
Muslim never undertakes. 

Becoming a candidate for a kafir government, not ruling by Islam 
by way of establishing a political party that follows and adheres to 
the laws of the country means accepting these laws of the country 
that are opposed to Islam. One who accepts these laws or judges by 
them has disbelieved, no matter how much he claims that he wants 
Islam and wants the implementation of the Shariah of Islam. Islam 
does not come by undertaking kufr. 

Those that implement the rulings of kufr or accepts it, claiming that 
this acceptance is only a temporary acceptance in order to 
implement Islamic law or in order to help Islam and the Muslims, is 
either ignorant and does not understand the Creed of Islam or does 
not understand how ruling in Islam is accomplished or they are 
opportunists wanting to misguide those wanting Islam and the rule 
of Islam in order to gain some worldly benefit by exploiting 
peoples' love for Islam and their ignorance of it. 

Anyone that does this has left the fold of Islam no matter how much 
such a person claims to have Imaan and Islam and no matter how 
much he prays, fasts and alleges that he wants to establish the 
Shariah of Islam. Those that help such a person, whether out of 
ignorance or knowingly, have worshipped this person besides 
Allah. 



It is not permissible for anyone to be ignorant of this issue, the issue 
that ruling or judging is only for Allah, as it is the basis of belief and 
the basis of Tawheed. 

Islam came to take man out of the worship of slaves to the worship 
of the Lord of the slaves alone. Islam does not rule by enslaving 
man first to other than Allah and then to Allah this is not the 
method that Allah has explained to us to bring about the rule of 
Islam. There is none more astray and more ignorant as one who 
wants to enslave and subjugate people first to man and then to 
Allah. 

Determining and specifying the limits of (halaal) the permissible 
and (haraam) the prohibited is the right of Allah alone and He has 
no partner therein. The haraam is that which Allah has made 
haraam and the halaal is that which Allah has made halaal. So 
whoever makes permissible that which is prohibited or prohibits 
that which is permissible and is followed therein then he has set 
himself up as a deity besides Allah. 

Those who obey and help him in that and do not consider him a 
disbeliever has indeed disbelieved and has worshipped taghut. 
Therefore whoever votes for these parties or helps them or does not 
takfeer (call them disbelievers and treat them as disbelievers) them 
or does not takfeer those that do not takfeer them has indeed 
disbelieved because he has not disbelieved in taghut. 


Another example that clarifies the meaning of worship is: 

Allah azza wa jalla says: 

You (alone) we worship and You (alone) we ask for help. (1:5) 

(Remember) when you sought help of your Lord and He answered 
you (saying): "I will help you with a thousand of the angels each 
behind the other (following one another) in succession." (8:9) 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala explains to us in these verses that calling or 
requesting help when in distress and seeking assistance from Allah 
is worship. One who invokes and supplicates other than Allah, like 
the dead or those that are absent; expecting from them, fearing 


them, asking them for the fulfillment of needs, for the dispelling of 
grief or relief from sorrow etc. then such a person is mushrik 
having committed major shirk which takes one out of the fold of 
Islam. 

Allah jalla wa 'alaa says: 

And who is more astray than one who calls on (invokes) besides 
Allah, such as will not answer him till the Day of Resurrection, 
and who are (even) unaware of their calls (invocations) to them? 
(46:5) 

And worship (invoke) not besides Allah, any that will neither 
profit you, nor hurt you, but if you did so, you shall certainly be 
one of the Zalimun (polytheists and evil-doers). 

And if Allah touches you with hurt, there is none who can 
remove it but He; and if He desires any good for you, there is 
none who can repel His Favour, which He causes it to reach 
whomsoever of His slaves He will. And He is the Oft-Forgiving, 
the Most Merciful. (10:106,107) 

Surely, the pure religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience) is for 
Allah only. And those who take Auliya' (protectors, helpers. 
Lords, gods) besides Him (say): 

"We worship them only that they may bring us near to Allah." 
Verily, Allah will judge between them concerning that wherein 
they differ. Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar, and a 
disbeliever. (39:3) 

These acts of worship and others that are mentioned in Quran and 
Sunnah are for Allah alone and none of it is allowed for anyone 
besides Allah azza wa jalla, not to a king nor relative. Whoever 
undertakes part of his worship to other than Allah even with the 
intention of approaching Allah becomes a disbeliever and has 
associated partners with Allah. 

Indeed for a person to be a muslim it is incumbent that Islam 
materializes and actualizes in its complete comprehensive meaning, 
which is submission and surrender to Allah alone. He has no 
partner, apparent nor hidden. 

Now comes the question: How does a person enter Islam? 


A person does not enter Islam except by the manner defined and 
described to us by the messenger of Allah and it begins with 
testifying to the declaration of faith (Laa ilaha ilia Allah 
Muhammadur Rasulul Allah.) 

It is reported on the authority of Abu Huraira that the Messenger of 
Allah, salliAllahu alayhi wa sallam, said: "I have been ordered to 
fight the people until they testify, ' There is no deity who has the 
right to be worshiped except Allah', if he professors it then his life 
and property is guaranteed my protection" 

The Prophet, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, 
also said: 

Whoever testified that there is no god who has the right to be 
worshiped but Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, 
Allah has prohibited the (hell) fire from him. 

The happiness of man in this world and the hereafter is dependent 
on the words Laa ilaha ilia Allah. It constitutes the core of the 
invitation of all the messengers including the Prophet Muhammad, 
may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. 

Allah jalla wa 'alaa says: 

And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad) 
but We revealed to him (saying): Laa ilaha ilia Ana [none has the 
right to be worshipped but Me (Allah)], so worship Me (Alone and 
none else). (21:25) 

In order for the word Laa ilaha ilia Allah to be accepted from a 
person and to benefit him according to Allah and with which he 
enters Islam and is saved from the hell-fire it is incumbent that the 
one uttering it fulfills its conditions. 

Without the fulfillment of these conditions there will be no benefit 
for the one uttering these words even if he repeats it a thousand 
times a day. 

The conditions of LAA -ILAHA-ILLA-ALLAH 
The First: knowledge of the meaning of this word 


The following verse indicates the necessity thereof: 

So know that La ilaha ilia Allah (none has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah) ... (47:19) 

and also: 

except whoever bears witness to the truth knowingly. (43:86) 

Allah ta'ala says: 

Allah (himself) bears Witness that Laa ilaha ilia huwa (none has 
the right to be worshipped but He) and the angels and those 
having knowledge; (He always) maintains His creation with 
justice. Laa ilaha ilia huwa (none has the right to be worshipped 
but He), the All-Almighty, the All-Wise. (3:18) 

In Sahih Bukhari, as in Sahih Muslim, there is a hadith, reported by 
Uthman, may Allah be pleased with him, that says: 

"The messenger of Allah , may Allah bless and grant him peace , 
said , "Whoever dies and he has knowledge that there is no god but 
Allah, shall surely enter Paradise." (Muslim, Book 1, Chapterll 
Number 0039) 

LAA-ILAHA-ILLA-ALLAH MEANS: 

To worship Allah alone rejecting and being free from all that are 
worshipped besides Allah and this is the meaning of There is no 
deity' that is none of the false deities that are worshipped deserve 
to be worshipped except Allah. Likewise being free from all 
disbelievers that worship these false deities. 

To establish all worship unto Allah alone rejecting all other partners 
that are joined in worship with Him and to reject (i.e. not to love, to 
call as disbelievers, not to make friends with and stay far away 
from) all people who worship false deities. At the same time; to 
love, help, make friends and be together only with the people who 
worship Allah alone. 

Loyalty and servitude is for Allah alone without any partner and 
likewise loyalty to the messenger of Allah, may the peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him, and to the believers; to love them, 
to assist them and to be affiliated and associated with the group of 
the believers. 


To worship Allah as he has ordered on the tongue of His messenger 
Muhammad, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. 

Bearing witness to Laa ilaha ilia Allah requires implicitly bearing 
witness that Muhammad is the messenger of Allah. If a person 
testifies that this word is the truth, he also testifies whatever the 
person who has brought this word said is the truth. 

Whoever is ignorant of this meaning of Laa ilaha ilia Allah then he 
has believed in a creed that he does not know. This kind of belief 
does not benefit him in any way. 

Secondly: It indicates that Laa ilaha ilia Allah does not benefit one 
by merely pronouncing it and having knowledge of its meaning 
until one executes its requirements and fulfills that which it 
necessitates. 

The Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him said: 
Whoever says Laa ilaha ilia Allah and disbelieves in that which is 
worshipped besides Allah then he is guaranteed the protection of 
his life and his property and his (secret) affairs are with Allah. 

(Sahih Muslim, kitab al-Iman, 1/53, (23) 


What is required from the one pronouncing Laa ilaha ilia Allah: 

To worship Allah alone and to worship Him just as He has ordered. 
To exert all one's effort to establish His deen on earth. To stay away 
from and not to undertake shirk and all beliefs, deeds and 
expressions that can nullify the declaration of the testimony, that is 
to refrain from all kufr that takes one out of the fold of faith and out 
of the circle of Islam and the muslims. 

Examples of kufr that is widespread in our societies today: 

1 - Denying the existence of Allah and the message of the Prophet 
Muhammad, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. 

2 - Worshipping the presidents, chiefs, bogus authority, leaders, 
scholars, sheiks and guides by obedience to them when they 


permit that which Allah has prohibited and prohibit that which 
Allah has made permissible. 

Allah azza wa jalla says: 

They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbis and their monks to 
be their lords besides Allah (by obeying them in things which they 
made lawful or unlawful according to their own desires without 
being ordered by Allah), and (they also took as their Lord) 
Messiah, son of Maryam, while they (Jews and Christians) were 
commanded fin the Taurat and the Injeel] to worship none but 
One Ilah (Allah). Praise and glory be to Him, (far above is He) 
from having the partners they associate (with Him). (9:31) 

It is narrated from Adiyy ibn Hatim, when he heard the Prophet, 
salliAllahu alayhi wa sallam, reciting this verse (9:31) he said to him: 
"So I said to him: 

"We do not worship them", the Prophet, salliAllahu alayhi wa sallam, 
said: 

"Do they not prohibit what Allah has permitted (made lawful) then 
you prohibit it and they permit (make lawful) what Allah has 
prohibited then you permit it." 

I said: "Indeed", so he said: 

"That is worship of them." (Ahmad, Tirmidhi) 

3 - Cursing, swearing and mocking Allah, His messenger, Islam 
and the Quran. 

Allah azza wa jalla says: 

The hypocrites fear lest a Surah should be revealed about them, 
showing them what is in their hearts. Say: "(Go ahead and) mock! 
But certainly Allah will bring to light all that you fear." 

If you ask them (about this), they declare: "We were only talking 
idly and joking." Say: "Was it at Allah, and His verses, and His 
Messenger that you were mocking?" 

Make no excuse; you have disbelieved after you had believed... 
(9:64-66) 

4 - Seeking judgment from the taghut, which is every law, court 
and ruling system other than the law, court and, ruling system of 
Allah, like the contemporary law systems and ignorant customs. 


Have you not seen those who claim that they believe in that 
which has been sent down to you, and that which was sent down 
before you, and they wish to go for judgment (in their disputes) to 
the Taghut while they have been ordered to reject them. But 
Shaitaan wishes to lead them far astray. (4: 60) 

5 - Ruling by other than what Allah revealed. 

Allah azza wa jalla says: 

...And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, 
such are disbelievers. (5:44) 

6 - To learn, teach and practice magic or being contented and 
pleased with it and to believe in it. 

Allah ta'ala says: 

They followed what the Shayatin gave out (falsely of the magic) in 
the lifetime of Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did not disbelieve, 
but the Shayatin disbelieved, teaching mankind magic and such 
things that came down at (Babel) Babylon to the two angels, Harut 
and Marut, but neither of these two (angels) taught anyone (such 
things) till they had said, "We are only for trial, so disbelieve not 
(by working this magic)/' And from these (angels) people learn 
that by which they cause separation between man and his wife, 
but they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah's Leave. 
And they learn that which harms them and profits them not. And 
indeed they knew that the buyers of it (magic) would have no 
share in the Hereafter. And how bad indeed was that for which 
they sold their ownselves, if they but knew. (2:102) 

7 - Loyalty and love for the disbelievers, helping and supporting 
them, strengthening them and joining their groups, 
congregations, assemblies and their secularist, nationalist, 
capitalist or communist organizations. 

Allah ta'ala says: 

Let not the believers take the disbelievers as Auliya (supporters, 
helpers, etc.) instead of the believers, and whoever does that will 
never be helped by Allah in any way, unless you indeed fear a 
danger from them. And Allah warns you against Himself (His 
Punishment), and to Allah is the final return." (3:28) 


Allah also says: 

O you who believe! Take not for Auliya' (protectors or helpers or 
friends) disbelievers instead of believers. Do you wish to offer 
Allah a manifest proof against yourselves? (4:144) 

Allah jalla wa 'alaa says: 

Verily, your Wali (protector or helper) is none other than Allah, 
His messenger and the believers, those who pray, give zakaat and 
they are Raki'un (those who bow down or submit themselves with 
obedience to Allah in prayer). And whosoever takes Allah, His 
messenger and those who have believed as Protectors, then the 
party of Allah will be the victorious. O you who believe! Take not 
as Auliya' (protectors and helpers) those who take your religion as 
a mockery and fun from among those who received the Scripture 
before you, and nor from among the disbelievers; and fear Allah 
if you indeed are true believers. (5:55-57) 

If a person undertakes one of these (kufr) acts of disbelief he leaves 
the fold of Islam even if he repeated Laa ilaha ilia Allah a thousand 
times in the day, prayed a 100 rakaats, fasted long days and went 
for jihad and other such examples of obedience except if one 
repents and leaves off and frees himself from that with which he 
disbelieved. 

More clarification on the meaning of Laa ilaha ilia Allah: 

Laa ilaha ilia Allah doesn't only mean that there is no god but 
Allah, it also means that there is no other deity that deserves to be 
worshipped except Allah which means giving up the worshipping 
of all false deities and worshipping the single, true and only deity, 
Allah. There are other objects, creations, authorities, systems etc. 
that people take as deities and worship them besides Allah. 

It is incumbent to refute and reject this because whoever performs 
any worship to any creation and not to Allah alone has indeed 
taken that creation as a deity even if he does not say to it: " You are 
my Lord." 

Therefore saying (Laa ilaha) means that one should have also 
rejected all false deities that are worshipped and has also refused to 


worship these false deities in order to worship the only true deity, 
Allah. 

In order for a person to be able to truly refute and reject the false 
deities that are worshipped he must know who and what these 
false deities are. 

Without knowledge of them he will not be able to reject, refute and 
disbelieve in them even if he claims that he can. 

The word ilah means something that is worshipped, hence whoever 
is worshipped has indeed been set up as a deity. 

In order to make this more clear let us take the following examples: 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala has prohibited alcoholic beverages. If a 
ruler legislates a law permitting the trading and drinking of 
alcoholic beverages then he has exceeded his limits by making 
permissible what Allah prohibited thereby setting himself up as a 
deity besides Allah. No matter how much he claims that he is 
Muslim and prayed, fasted and performed hajj he has still become a 
taghut. It is incumbent to reject, takfeer and fight such people. 

Whoever accepts and obeys these laws or helps him to implement 
and execute these laws or does not (takfeer) call this ruler a 
disbeliever has indeed worshipped him besides Allah and has 
taken him as a deity and become a disbeliever even though he may 
not clearly state, 'You are my Lord/ 

The meaning of (Laa ilaha) has not materialized in such a person no 
matter how much he says Laa ilaha ilia Allah with his tongue, 
prays, fasts and claims that he is muslim. He is not the muslim of 
the Islam that Allah accepts and is pleased with as long as the 
meaning of (Laa ilaha) is not realized in his life according to all its 
meanings. 

The words Laa ilaha ilia Allah has been made meaningless in our 
contemporary age. It has become words that are repeated with the 
tongue without any knowledge of what it comprises and what 
responsibilities the one testifying to it carries which he must 
implement in his life. 



Merely pronouncing it without knowledge of its meaning or having 
knowledge of its meaning but without implementing it in all 
spheres of life is of no benefit and neither Islam nor Imaan is 
actualized in this way. 

This is what is taking place in our times, Laa ilaha ilia Allah is on 
the tongues of millions of people, repeating it several times a day. 
More astonishing than all that is that the taghuts permit the 
pronouncing of it in every place and even they themselves 
pronounce it. Infact they pay the salaries of the Mua'zins and 
Imaams who pronounce and recite it from the minarets and the 
mimbars. 

Why would the taghuts do that when they know that this word in 
its true meaning is war against them, it exhorts one to calling them 
disbelievers and to wage war against them. 

The reason for it is that the taghuts know that this word has become 
meaningless to the people with the exception of being a word that is 
repeated with the tongue without any knowledge of its contents, its 
prerequisites and its significance and without endeavoring to 
practice it as Allah requires. 


In order to substantiate and clarify that lets take an example: 

If someone ascends the mimbar or the minaret and says: " Indeed I 
reject and call (kaafir) disbeliever one who does not rule by what 
Allah revealed and permits what Allah prohibited and prohibits 
what Allah permitted because in so doing he has announced 
himself as a deity besides Allah. Whoever helps him and obeys him 
in that or does not reject him nor considers him a disbeliever and 
does not endeavor to remove him has thus disbelieved like him 
even if he testifies to Laa ilaha ilia Allah, prays, fasts, performs 
pilgrimage and declares that he is Muslim/', will the taghuts allow 
this person to say these words on the minarets or the mimbars!? 

Of course not, for one who says these words whether on the 
mimbars or minarets or any other place his end is imprisonment or 
exile and even execution. In fact even if someone does not openly 
announce this but believes it then he is in the eyes of the taghuts an 



element of terrorism although what he said is actually what the 
words Laa ilaha ilia Allah means and what it orders. 

Without this meaning and without acting upon this meaning one 
will not benefit from merely uttering it even if he repeated it a 
thousand times a day. 

In order for the words Laa ilaha ilia Allah to benefit a person and 
for him to become a muslim it is compulsory for him to withdraw 
from and oppose the disbelievers, living or dead. 

Withdrawing from and dissociating from the disbelievers means 
hating them, showing enmity towards them, detesting, disliking 
and opposing them. Hence if a person testified to Laa ilaha ilia 
Allah and adhered to the obligations like prayer, fasting, zakaat, 
hajj, went on jihad and ordered people with the good and forbid the 
evil as well as other aspects of the religion but he does not have 
hatred towards those that oppose and are enemies of Islam, in fact 
he loves them, even if it is only one person, then he has disbelieved 
even if the person is very closely associated with him. 

Whoever gathers together with the mushriks and lives with them is 
not given the ruling of being in Islam except if he clearly dissociates 
himself from them and shows that he is displeased with the (kufr) 
disbelief and misguidance that they are in. 

Allah ta'ala says: 

Indeed there has been an excellent example for you in Ibrahim 
and those with him, when they said to their people: "Verily, we 
are free from you and whatever you worship besides Allah, we 
have rejected you, (we have made takfeer on you) and there has 
started between us and you, hostility and hatred for ever, until 
you believe in Allah Alone. (60:4) 

In this verse Allah subhana wa ta'ala orders us to follow the 
example of Ibrahim, peace be upon him and those believers with 
him for indeed they believed in Allah alone and rejected the taghuts 
and rejected those that worshipped the taghuts. They stayed away 
from the worship of false deities as well as those who worshipped 
these false deities. They also declared that such people were 
disbelievers who deserve their enmity and hatred until they believe 


in Allah alone. Just as they disbelieved in the taghuts so too did 
they disbelieve, hate and show their enmity towards those who 
worshipped the taghuts. 

This is the meaning of Laa ilaha ilia Allah, whoever says it knowing 
its meaning, acting upon its prerequisites and keeping away from 
what nullifies it, is a true muslim according to Allah. 

Allah jalla wa 'alaa makes this clear to us in another verse: 

You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last 
Day, making friendship with those who oppose Allah and His 
Messenger, even though they were their fathers or their sons or 
their brothers or their kindred. For such He has written Faith in 
their hearts, and strengthened them with Ruh (spirit) from 
Himself. And He will admit them to Gardens (Paradise) under 
which rivers flow, to dwell therein (forever). Allah is pleased with 
them, and they with Him. They are the Party of Allah. Verily, it is 
the Party of Allah that will be the successful. (58:22) 

In this verse Allah makes it clear to us that whoever loves the 
disbelievers, is loyal to them, even if they are their closest relatives, 
associates with them, lives with them and mixes with them without 
a valid reason according to Shariah, then his claim of Imaan is a 
false claim. 

Allah jalla wa 'alaa says: 

And it has already been revealed to you in the Book (Quran) that 
when you hear the verses of Allah being denied and mocked at, 
then sit not with them, until they engage in a talk other than that; 
(but if you stayed with them) certainly in that case you would be 
like them. Surely, Allah will collect the hypocrites and 
disbelievers all together in Hell. (4:140) 

Narrated from Ibn Masud, may Allah be pleased with him, the 
Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him said: 

Do not make friends except with the believers and do not let 
anyone eat from your food except those that fear Allah. (Ibn- 
Hibban in his Sahih) 

The Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, also said: 


A person is resurrected together with the one whom he loved. 

(Tabarani with reliable reporters) 

Narrated from 'Ayesha, may Allah be pleased with her, she said: 
the Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, said: 

The religion is only loving for the sake of Allah and hating for the 
sake of Allah. (Ahmad, Hakim, and he said that its isnad was 
sahih) 

Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with the both of them, is reported 
to have said: 

Whoever loves for the sake of Allah, and hates for the sake of 
Allah, whoever seals a friendship for His sake, or declares enmity 
for His sake, will receive, because of this, the protection of Allah. 
No one may taste true faith except by this, even if his prayers and 
fasts are many. People have come to build their relationships 
around the concerns of the world, but it will not benefit them in 
any way. (Ibn Jarir at-Tabari) 

The Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, said: 

Do not live together with the mushriks and do not gather together 
with them; one who does this is like them too. (Abu Dawud, 
Tirmidhi) 

The Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, said: 

When a mushrik becomes a believer, unless he dissociates himself 
from the mushriks and joins the community of believers, Allah does 
not accept any of his deeds. (Ibn Majjah) 

Gathering together with the mushriks, living with them, increasing 
their numbers and failing to dissociate from them means (kufr) 
disbelief. 

If a person lives in one of the societies today that shows its disbelief 
in different forms and various ways but he does not show his 
dislike, does not dissociate himself from this society and its 
disbelieving people and their lifestyles and activities then he is from 
them. We give him the ruling according to what is apparent of him, 
as we have been ordered. We give him the ruling that he is a 
disbeliever, and his inner- self and secrets are with Allah. 


This is the position of the muslim towards the enemies of Islam and 
those that stand in line with them and help them. 

It does not mean dissociation from and treating with unkindness 
those disbelievers that do not stand on the side of those fighting 
Islam, and those that have not openly announced their enmity for 
Islam and its people. That means treating with kindness and 
spending on relatives like fathers, sons, brothers; visiting them, 
being generous to them and giving them gifts, thereby awakening a 
desire in them to enter Islam and softening of their hearts. 

Allah jalla wa 'alaa says, referring to parents: 

But if they (both) strive with you to make you join in worship 
with Me others that of which you have no knowledge, then obey 
them not; but behave with them in the world kindly, and follow 
the path of him who turns to Me in repentance and in obedience. 
Then to Me will be your return, and I shall tell you what you 
used to do. (31:15) 

Allah also says: 

Allah does not forbid you to deal justly and kindly with those 
who fought not against you on account of religion nor drove you 
out of your homes. Verily, Allah loves those who deal with 
equity. (60:8) 

Narrated from Hisham ibn Urwa, my father informed me, 'Asma' 
bint Abu Bakr informed me saying: 

"My mother came to me, hoping (for my favor) during the lifetime 
of the Prophet so I asked the Prophet, "May I treat her kindly?" He 
replied, "Yes." Ibn ’Uyaina said, "Then Allah revealed: ’Allah does 
not forbid you to deal justly and kindly with those who fought 
not against you on account of religion, nor drove you out of your 
homes. Verily Allah loves those who deal with equity.’.... (60.8)." 
(Bukhari, vol. 8, bk.73, no.9 ) 

Narrated from Umar ibn Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, that he 
saw (someone selling) garments of silk at the door of the mosque, 
whereupon he said: "Allah's Messenger, would you buy it and wear it for 
the people on Friday and for (receiving) the delegations when they come to 
you ? " 


Whereupon Allah's Messenger (may peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said: "One who wears this has no share (of reward) in the 
Hereafter." 

Then these garments were sent to Allah's Messenger (may peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) as booty , and he presented one of these silk 
garments to Umar , may Allah be pleased with him. Thereupon Umar said: 
"You did not have good things to say about this garment previously so 
why do you give it to me now?" 

Whereupon Allah's Messenger (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said: I have not presented you with this for wearing; so Umar , 
may Allah be pleased with him , presented it to his polytheist brother in 
Mecca. (Bukhari, Bk.24, no. 5141 and Muslim) 

In conclusion, we have tried to explain with clear proofs from 
Qur'an and Sunnah how a person becomes a believer. 

Now that those who believe may believe with full knowledge and 
those who disbelieve may disbelieve with full knowledge. 

...so that those who were to be destroyed (for their rejecting the 
Faith) might be destroyed after a clear evidence, and those who 
were to live (i.e. believers) might live after a clear evidence. (8: 42) 

So let every individual take account of where he stands from that so 
that whoever's Islam is not as was explained then let him hasten to 
believe in the true Islam as there is still time for repentance. 

May peace be upon those who follow the right way. 

We seek Allah's protection and security. Glorified is your Lord, the 
Lord of power, far above what they ascribe (unto Him). Peace upon 
the Messengers, peace and blessings of Allah be upon the Prophet 
Muhammad, and Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. 


